
 

Airport Manager Report: 
Where did July go? It flew through here so fast the dust didn’t have any chance to 
settle. The flight school had a record month with the C-150 alone flying 74 hours 
since it's inspection sign off on July 1st. Two new solos and a successful Private 
Pilot check-ride rounded off a good month.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brodie Hansen – solo 7/15/19 (above left) 
Dan Wobert – solo 7/29/19 (above right) 
Steve Waddell – Private Pilot check-ride 
7/26/19 (right) 
 
August looks to be just as busy with three 
FAA check-rides already planned, more 
on that next month. 
 
The maintenance shop was also crazy 
busy as usual, which brings me to tell you about some personnel changes. Last 
month in the newsletter you saw a couple of new faces.  



Aaron (right) is an A&P mechanic with a 
sheet metal background who works for 
Delta Airlines. He comes to us looking 
to become well-rounded, wanting to 
learn/grow in general aviation. He 
works here part-time and has been a 
great addition for us.  

 
 
Connor (left) is a recent High School 
graduate and will be going to A&P 
Mechanic School in a year. He is working 
with us as an apprentice in the shop and 
helping with line servicing.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
As you may or may not recall, last year we had 
106 tail numbers come through the shop. The 
amount of time spent with the 
logistics/paperwork of that requires additional 
staffing. To fill that void, I added a new position 
just a couple of weeks ago. Please welcome 
Mindi to the SYN Team, our new Maintenance 
Administrator. I've worked with her for many 
years during her career while she was at Aviall 
and Regent Aviation. She comes to us with 20 
plus years of aviation experience and has 
already made a huge impact on our shop and 
parts room process.   
 



If you have any comments or questions about Stanton Airfield, please don’t 

hesitate to contact me. 

John Quilling – Airport Manager – synairportmanager@gmail.com – 507-645-4030 

 

Volunteer/Board Member Update – Dick Andrews, MD: 

When and how did you become involved with Stanton? 
I became involved with Stanton after I earned my pilot's license in gliders with Lee 
Bradshaw at Osceola, Wisconsin.  Stanton has been my "home airport" since I 
joined the Minnesota Soaring Club in 1987.  About 20 years ago I received two 
shares of Stanton stock from Harry Meline's estate and have been a committed 
supporter of Stanton Airport ever since. 
 
What is your aviation background and 
what are your current qualifications? 
I earned my pilot's license in gliders in 
1985 and added a power rating about 3 
years later.  I quickly learned I didn't 
have time and money for both so I 
focused on gliding.  After several years I 
added a Commercial Glider rating and in 
2001 I became a CFI-G.   
 
What is your current role with Stanton? 
I serve on the Stanton Sport Aviation 
Board of Directors and, as VP, I am on 
the Executive Committee. 
 
What is your current/former 
occupation? 
From 1977 through 2013 I worked full time as a Family Physician in my home 
town, Hastings, MN.  From the beginning of 2014 until the end of 2018 I worked 
very part time for Allina in the Float Pool - more or less like a substitute teacher - 
filling in 2-4 days a month at Allina clinics in the south metro area.  I am now fully 
retired. 
 

mailto:synairportmanager@gmail.com


Tell us about your family? 
My wife Pam is from Hopkins.  We met in 1974 when I started a 3 year Family 
Practice residency at Methodist Hospital in St. Louis Park, MN.  At the time Pam 
was working in the newborn nursery and my first residency rotation was in 
Obstetrics.  We became engaged a year later, married in February, 1976 and 
moved to Hastings in 1977.  We have three grown children and six amazing 
grandchildren.  I am the first person in my family to become a pilot 
 
What do you like to tell friends and relatives about Stanton? 
Stanton is my favorite "happy place"!  Surrounded by farm fields, close to a 
couple small towns, in some ways a relic from the past, quiet, beautiful, with a 
unique spirit that I hope it never loses.  Flying out of Stanton is "grass roots" flying 
at its best!!  Like many others, I enjoy just hanging out at Stanton, and, if I get a 
chance to fly, so much the better. 
 

ACE Camp: 

The 3rd and final Aviation Career 

Education (ACE) Camp for this 

year was held in July. Twenty five 

students interested in aviation 

received glider rides in this camp. 

The scheduled helicopter rides 

were cancelled due to the early 

morning’s weather. They’ll be 

back in 2020! 

 

Friends of the Historic Carleton Airport – Update by Ken Ewald: 

It was a busy spring and summer for supporting improvements at the airfield.  We 

continued to focus on reducing the potential for water damage to the main 

building.   

The new windows around the exterior are really helping to keep out the water, 

especially the new windows in the tower.  When you’re in the building check 

them out!   



The flat roof is being evaluated by the contractor who did the last installation.  

We’ll know soon what the path forward will be.  

Of course, we have a long list of projects but significant progress ticking them off 

is happening.   

Please support our efforts to keep this one-of-a-kind piece of Minnesota aviation 

history alive and well!  Every dollar given is tax deductible! Every dollar given is 

used directly for projects!  

 Send us a check payable to the “Friends of the Historic Carleton Airport.”  
Our address is 3925 30th Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55406.  

 Place a cash or check donation in the white donation box in the main entry 
at the airport. 

 Use your credit card to give us a donation through www.GiveMN.org. 

(GiveMN.org works year-round, not just during the November “Give to the 

Max” day.)   

 Donate appreciated shares of stock.  We get the donation and turn it into 
cash.  (We’ve set up a brokerage account through Vanguard to help us 
facilitate this kind of donation.) 

 

State Senator visits Stanton: 

State Senator Jerry Relf (front seat of 

glider) went for his first glider flight 

on July 23rd here at Stanton. The 

Senator represents the St. Cloud area 

and is a member of the Legislative 

Squadron of Civil Air Patrol. A CAP 

glider and tow plane are based here 

so it works well for these legislative 

orientation flights that are 

coordinated by CAP. Carl Hallum and 

Bill Pagel with CAP are in the picture with Senator Relf.  
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MN Soaring Club (MSC) Training Camp: 

The MSC held a Training Camp in July to expand on their more traditional 

weekend training and orientation 

rides. According to MSC President 

George Underhill the goal of this 

camp was to provide a more intense 

and focused training opportunity 

through a longer, scheduled time 

allotment. The MSC will hold another 

camp on August 13 & 14.  

 

Travels to and from Oshkosh: 

The week before and after EAA Air Venture in Oshkosh it is not unusual to see 

various types of aircraft stop here for fuel or just for a break. These 3 KitFoxes 

stopped for fuel and got a lot of attention, especially the one painted like a 

Monarch butterfly! 

 



A View from the Tractor/Mower – Jerry Rosendahl: 

I’m the guy who spends between 20 and 40 hours per week in the tractor/mower 

trying to keep the grass under a foot tall – OK I’m joking about that but this 

summer with all the rain it seemed like that wasn’t too far from the truth! Once in 

a while if John is behaving….I let him mow too. This summer we have barely had a 

day off and it’s time to start the whole process over again. While I’m enjoying the 

view of the most beautiful grass strip in the world and the wonderful array of 

flying machines that make their way to Stanton, I listen to our 122.8 frequency so 

I know where everyone is and can make sure I’m not in their way. With 4 runways 

to choose from, it can get interesting at times. My point in writing this is to add 

my emphasis to previous comments in this newsletter from our Airport Manager 

John Quilling about the importance of “situational awareness”. (for reference, I’m 

a private pilot with instrument rating) 

So, what have I seen and/or heard: 

 I have seen 2 airplanes on short final on the same runway at the same time. 

 I have seen airplanes landing on 36 and 09 at the same time. 

 I have seen an airplane taking off and landing on 36 while several other 
airplanes were operating on 27 (active runway for wind direction). 

 I have heard an airplane calling out downwind for 18 right after another 
airplane had called out downwind for 27. 

 I have seen an airplane taking off on 36 that came so close to the north end 
that I was ready to call in an airplane in the cornfield. 

 I have seen too many airplanes to count take off on 36 when the windsock 
is indicating a different runway (sorry, but this is my pet peeve as I use the 
windsock and METAR/TAF to plan which runway I can mow on to avoid air 
traffic). I know that most pilots use 36 as the low wind/no wind runway, but 
sometimes low wind is apparently higher than I think it is. 

 

There are more stories than this but I hope you get my point – we all can stand a 

little improvement in paying attention to situational awareness. As John says, you 

need to keep your head on a swivel when in the area. I write this as a positive 

message, not negative. I forgot to add one bullet – I saw a tractor/mower on the 

runway one time when an airplane was on short final….yup, I missed that one. I 



made it off the runway with plenty of time to spare, but even though I look on 

base and final on every tractor turn, I missed that one. I will do better. 

 

 

 

Stanton Contacts: 

www.stantonairfield.com 

507-645-4030 

synairportmanager@gmail.com 

 

CURRENT FUEL PRICES: 

100 LOW LEAD - $4.50 

SWIFT UL94 - $4.35 

**SUBJECT TO CHANGE, CALL TO BE SURE 
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