
 

Airport Manager Report: 
The Stanton Airfield family lost one of our own on May 21st. Margaret Kuhfeld 
passed away with her husband Tom and family members at her side. Margaret 
touched the lives of countless people during her teaching career as well as many 
of us here at Stanton. Please cherish your memories of her and think about Tom 
during this difficult time. She will be missed. 
 
Last month, the President of the Stanton Board reached out to all with a financial 
appeal to get the drainage issues outside of the main building fixed. For the few 
of you who stepped forward, a sincere THANK YOU! We're still shy of the goal so 
if you are interested/willing to help out, feel free to contact me. 
 
The new hangar is complete with the final sign-off by the County Inspector on 
May 13th, just two weeks behind schedule due to the spring weather. I'm happy 
to report that it was at maximum capacity immediately, and we now have a wait-

list of 10 
airplanes 
and 5 
gliders for 
floor space! 
To get on 
the list, just 
give us a call 
and include 
your tail 
number. 
 



In the photo on the previous page, there are actually 8 airplanes and 2 gliders in 
the new hangar! 
 
As part of the cement contract 
for the new hangar, we were 
able to add a patio on the north 
side of the administration 
building. This is a great place 
for viewing all the activity on 
the field (without the chairs 
sinking into the ground!). 
 
 

 
 
 
The PA-12’s new engine was 
installed and it is now back 
on-line and the initial engine 
break-in is complete. Call us 
to get on its schedule. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Northfield Schools held its annual career 
day on May 28th at the Middle School. 
Stanton Sport Aviation was again 
represented by Bob Cole. In addition, 
Minnesota Soaring Club had the “Junior” 
on display with Jay Biggs, and Stanton Civil 
Air Patrol had a display with several 
members. THANK YOU to all the volunteers 
who promoted our airport at this event 
and helped out with the glider. 



Pilots, please review the insert (LAST PAGE) that has been put together between 
the Soaring Clubs’ Chief CFIG and myself with regards to mitigating risk during 
joint operations. This is round one for this season with more information to come 
so we can all FLY SAFE! A friendly reminder that the new powered traffic pattern 
altitude of 1,000 feet AGL is for ALL powered traffic ALL the time. 
 

The most recent FAA 

WINGS seminar was 

held on May 18th with 

13 pilots in attendance. 

The subject was Loss of 

Control. Thank you Roy 

Forsstrom for making 

these events possible. 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to our Stanton Board Vice-President 
Dick Andrews on his recent National Soaring Title 
awarded him at last month’s National Soaring 
Contest held at Albert Lea. Great job Dick! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope to see many of you at our annual Fly-in 
Breakfast on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 16th. 
This year’s event has been expanded to include 
more to see and do. 
 
John Quilling, Airport Manager 
507-645-4030 
synairportmanager@gmail.com 

mailto:synairportmanager@gmail.com


Volunteer Highlight – Phil Schmalz: 
When and how did you become involved at Stanton? 

I first visited Stanton Airfield in 1974 with a glider pilot 

friend with the intent of finding a soaring operation so that 

I could continue my flying avocation.  I joined the 

Minnesota Soaring Club later that year and have been a 

member ever since.  In 2013 I accepted an invitation to be 

on the Board of Directors of Stanton Sport Aviation to fill 

out the term of a retiring Director. I served one year and 

then agreed to a three year term during which I was 

elected vice president and then president. I stood for 

another three year term and am now starting my fourth 

year as president of Stanton Sport Aviation. 

What is your aviation background and what are your current ratings?   

Ever since I was young, I wanted to fly but never could afford the cost of flying 

lessons. In 1972 while in graduate school at the University of Illinois, I was driving 

out in the country with a pilot friend and we spotted some thermaling gliders.  

We followed them back to their operations base and discovered the Illini Glider 

Club. After some budget rearranging, I joined the club and started my flying 

career. In 1974 I returned to Minnesota and joined the Minnesota Soaring Club at 

Stanton.  I hold a private pilot certificate with a glider rating. 

What are your responsibilities as President of Stanton Sport Aviation, Inc.? 

The Bylaws of Stanton Sport Aviation state “that the president shall be the chief 

executive officer of the Corporation and shall have general active management of 

the business of the Corporation and shall preside at meetings of the shareholders 

of the Corporation and at meetings of the Board of Directors.” In addition I and 

the Executive Committee routinely interact with the management of the airport.  I 

think that the president should be the face of the organization and be responsive 

to input from the shareholders and the public. The president also is responsible 

for organizing, setting the agenda and presiding at the meetings. 

What do you tell your friends and relatives about Stanton? 

I emphasize the historic and sport aspect of the airport.  I tell them that they can 

find very few airports that have grass runways, a soaring operation, maintenance 



facilities and the number of tail draggers that Stanton has. In addition I tell them 

that Stanton offers flight instruction, rides, aircraft storage and a very congenial 

atmosphere for spending time at the airport. 

Do you have a favorite story about Stanton? 

My favorite Stanton story is the response to the tornado that affected the airport 

last fall.  When I arrived to help clear the debris I was amazed at the number of 

volunteers that came to help.  Fortunately, damage to the buildings was not 

extensive and the aircraft, with the exception of a couple glider trailers, were not 

affected but the trees were decimated.  With direction of the airport staff, the 

volunteers pitched in and cleaned up most of the damage in one day. This shows 

the support and concern that friends have for Stanton Sport Aviation and without 

them Stanton would not be as it is today.   

 

Tell us about your occupation and family… 

My wife, Betty, and I have been married for 43 years and both of us are retired 

from Mayo Clinic (me) and Seasons Hospice (Betty). We have two children, 

Jonathan and Kathryn, both of whom live close to us in Rochester.  Jon works as 

an X-Ray technician at Mayo Clinic and Kate is a teller at US Bank.  Jon and his 

wife, Laura, have two children, Autumn and Noah.  Betty and I are fortunate to 

have our grandchildren close enough to allow us to frequently interact with them. 

Stanton Squadron – Civil Air Patrol: 

On May 21st the Stanton 

Composite Squadron held an 

Open House (in the new hangar) 

to celebrate its one-year 

anniversary as a squadron and to 

award the squadron’s very first 

Mitchell Award (promotion to 2nd 

Lieutenant). Additional 

promotions were also given to 

several members.  



 

 

The keynote speaker for the Open 

House was USAF Lt Colonel Stacey 

Meiser of the 133rd Airlift Wing. 

She spoke about the C-130 aircraft 

and her experiences as a C-130 

pilot. 

 

 

**Please review the next page for important information about 

glider and powered flying operations when runway 36 is 

active** 

 

Stanton Contacts: 

www.stantonairfield.com 

507-645-4030 

synairportmanager@gmail.com 

 

CURRENT FUEL PRICES: 

100 LOW LEAD - $4.45 

SWIFT UL94 - $4.25 

**SUBJECT TO CHANGE, CALL TO BE SURE 

http://www.stantonairfield.com/
mailto:synairportmanager@gmail.com


FLYING THE RIDGE WHEN RUNWAY 36 IS ACTIVE (by Stephen Nesser) 

The Ridge because of its south face slanting into the sun is a house thermal producer. It is common for glider pilots to use The Ridge when low. The 
Ridge is highlighted with a blue overlay (see Figure 1): 

Power traffic regularly enters the pattern a mile downwind from the centerline of the runway, and a mile away from the runway.  Stanton’s procedure, as 
of this year, is for power traffic to fly the pattern at 1,000’ AGL (a 200’ increase in altitude from last year).  The airspace power traffic will use while 
landing on Runway 36 in the red overlay (See Figure 2): 

 

Glider pilots regularly fly as much as third of a mile from the ridge edge.  A third of a mile is indicated by the yellow overlay in Figure 3 (please note that 
this creates potentially conflicting traffic): 

Power traffic will descend on the dogleg to enter the downwind leg at 1,000’ AGL.  The path of descent is illustrated as a violet overlay in Figure 4 
(please note this traffic flies over the ridge): 

 

 

 

 

On hot summer days with high 
density altitude, lower-powered 
airplanes that are practicing landings 
will travel north while slowly climbing, 
necessitating a turn past the ridge at 
about 500’ AGL as indicated by the 
lines in Figure 5: 

Safety Issues 
1. Gliders are difficult to see. 
2. Visiting power pilots may not be looking for glider traffic as they enter the pattern. 
3. The increased power landing pattern altitude increases the chance of conflicting 
traffic when Runway 36 is active. 

Things to Consider When Flying The Ridge Below 2,000’ AGL When Runway 36 Is Active 
1. Maintain extraordinary lookout. 
2. When possible fly on the east half of the ridge, but keep a lookout for departing 
traffic. 
3. Radio your position anytime power announces they are preparing to enter the 
pattern. 
4. Do not thermal in the pattern box (red overlay) below 1,500’ AGL [Note this is a 
lowering of this ceiling by 500’].   
5. While gliders have right-of-way over power traffic this will not keep you safe if the 
power pilot does not see you, and we do not want to be an obstacle for power entering the 
pattern at their prescribed location and height.   
6. On a busy day consider not using The Ridge.   

These considerations combine issues of safety and being good neighbors to the airplane 
pilots flying into Stanton. John Quilling has been extraordinarily helpful in addressing this 

issue, and John and I continue to work to make all pilots and the airspace as safe as possible and create goodwill by all users of KSYN. If you have 
concerns or suggestions about this issue (or any safety issue) please contact me (stephennesser@gmail.com or 651 646-8424).   
 

Around 1,000’ AGL 400’ to 

500’ AGL 
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