
Airport Manager Report: 

* Happy Halloween everyone, let's make sure it's a "Safe" one for all. 
 
* This summer, SYN was on the list of airports to be inspected by MN DOT, 
Aeronautics. I'm happy to report that the State is very satisfied with our 
continuing efforts to make Stanton a friendly and safe airport to fly at.  
 
* I spoke with the State about the need for SYN to get assigned a different 

Common Traffic Advisory Frequency (CTAF) due to the amount of 
traffic and the proximity of Faribault (KFBL). This becomes especially 

concerning when both airports are conducting glider operations simultaneously, 
which we all know is very often. I had started down this path with the FAA as well 
a few months back, and now we also have the State on our side. They will help 
push it through the system, and we thank them for their efforts. 
 
* Some of you have now seen the new look to the main entrance driveway. The 
new drainage swales on the north, west and south sides of the main building and 
driveway have already been tested multiple times in the last couple of weeks. 
The parking configuration is now changed to left diagonal, keeping the 
main/outer edges of the driveway open for delivery trucks and emergency 
vehicles. The restoration of the grassy areas will be completed in the spring. 
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Please be mindful of mud when entering the main building, especially from the 
north side of the building, and use the grass. 
 
* We held our annual meeting 
with the "First Responders" on 
October 17th. Law enforcement 
from Goodhue and Rice Counties, 
Northfield Ambulance and 
Randolph Fire were in 
attendance. We shared our day-
to-day operation levels compared 
with previous years, showed 
them the new hangar, highlighted the numbers of aircraft stored in each hangar, 
and explained the new numbering of all buildings. (We also fed them…) Each of 
our buildings will now have a physical address number assigned to correspond 
with our new insurance for the whole airport facility. The 911 Center will have the 
new numbering (map) to direct any emergency response to the airport. 
 
* Our updated web site has gone live. We have tried to make it informative and 
easy to navigate, please feel free to let us know your thoughts. 

Stantonairfield.com 
 
* As the seasons change and our flying activities transition, with things like icing, 

snow, etc. in the forecast, be aware of migrating water 
fowl. They are everywhere these days and can cause 
major damage to your plane. On the ground, we have 
seen more deer than normal around the airport being 
more active with the fall harvest and upcoming hunting 
season. Yet another piece of "Situational Awareness". 

 
* Veterans Day is a federal holiday in the 
United States observed annually on 
November 11, for honoring military veterans, 
that is, persons who have served in the 
United States Armed Forces. Stanton Airfield 
salutes all of our pilots, visitors, volunteers 
and staff who have served. 



* If you've recently been in the training/class room, you 
may have noticed Mason's "Time Out Chair". Yes there's a 
story behind how he has earned his own chair, feel free to 
ask him about it. Or you can ask Mindi for the real story! 
 
If you have any comments or questions about Stanton, 
please feel free to contact me. 
John Quilling 
Airport Manager 
synairportmanager@gmail.com 
 

Board Member/Volunteer Highlight – Chuck Geissler: 

When and how did you become involved at 
Stanton Airfield? 
I first became involved with Stanton in the early 
1990s. I hired on as a flight instructor the last 
year that Clarence Hines did some instructing. It 
was a great experience, as a brand new 
instructor, to work with Clarence. He has been a 
great friend and mentor ever since. I instructed 
and towed gliders out here for 2 years. My largest 
contribution came in working with Cy Peterson 
and Harry and Marilyn Meline in starting the 
tailwheel endorsement training program. We 
wrote the training syllabus and checklists and put the PA-12 on line. I spent most 
of my last summer here in the 12 and that program has been going strong ever 
since.  
 
What are your aviation experiences and ratings? 
I soloed at the age of 17 in my Dad’s J3 Cub. I earned all my ratings while going 
through college. I worked at Stanton for about 2 years and then moved on to fly 
in Ketchikan Alaska. I spent 3 years flying de Havilland Twin Otters on floats up 
there. Next step was flying Brasilias for a regional airline on the West Coast. I 
hired on with Delta Airlines in the summer of 2000. I currently fly the Boeing 737 
and am based in Minneapolis. I still try to do some general aviation flying and 
have kept my flight instructor certificate current.  
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What have you been involved with as a member of the board of directors? 
I can’t remember how long I’ve been on the board, maybe 6 or 7 years. I was sort 
of responsible for the history room that we have now. Stanton has such a rich 
history and I love being able to show that to people who stop in. My wife, Laura, 
and I worked with the Northfield Historical Society and about every volunteer at 
SYN to put together our display. It was displayed in the Northfield and Cannon 
Falls Historical Societies before we set it up in the Link Trainer room.  
 
What do you tell people about Stanton? 
The most valuable asset at Stanton isn’t the runways or hangars or airplanes. It’s 
the people. This airport attracts the most wonderful people.  
 
 

 

New Pilot Ratings/Endorsements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will Caturia – Tail Wheel – 10/4/19  

Jay Biggs CFI      Kelly Drews – Tail Wheel – 10/29/19 

        Jay Biggs CFI 



 

Dan Wolbert – Private Pilot – 10/28/19 

Mason Lindenfelser CFI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Visitors to SYN: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Twin City Barnstormers: 

Pilot Jeff Peterson 

prepares for the last two 

flights of the season. He 

says we’ll be back in the 

air in the spring! 

 

 

 

Stanton Contacts: 

www.stantonairfield.com 

507-645-4030 

synairportmanager@gmail.com 

 

CURRENT FUEL PRICES: 

100 LOW LEAD - $4.50 

SWIFT UL94 - $4.35 

**SUBJECT TO CHANGE, CALL TO BE SURE 

http://www.stantonairfield.com/
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